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Martin Wagner 477
Büchner und Butler: Das Pferde- Narrativ in den Woyzeck- 
Entwürfen und die Handlungsfähigkeit des postsouveränen 
Subjekts 
This article’s analysis of the horse- imagery in Georg Büchner’s play Woyzeck 
pursues the question whether the title character is predominantly a subject of 
social determination or autonomous agency. First, Woyzeck’s supervisor associ-
ates him with a horse. This association is a process of naming, a performative 
speech act that constructs Woyzeck as a horse and justifi es his exploitation. 
While the standard interpretations stop here, this article argues that Woyzeck 
subsequently takes up this role of the horse himself so that it becomes a part of 
his own agency. This newly constructed agency allows him to develop a sense 
of responsibility for his son (whom he carries like a horse) and to escape the 
authority of his supervisors (arguing that he is driven by nature as a horse is). 
These later actions presuppose the naming by his supervisors as a horse, but 
transcend their original intention. Woyzeck takes up the semantic alternatives in 
the word “horse” to subvert the original call of the authorities. In this sense, and 
within the framework of Judith Butler’s study Excitable Speech, the agency of 
the subject is both dependent on the call from outside and yet beyond it in the 
irreducible polyvalence of language. (WM; in German)

Markus Weidler 489
Heidegger’s “Fourfold” as a Critique of Idolatry
Heidegger’s conception of “the fourfold,” or Geviert, and the meaning of its 
various aspects (“earth and sky, divinities and mortals”) is notoriously elusive. 
As a remedy to this situation I propose to read the fourfold as a programmatic 
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blueprint for critiquing idolatry. Heidegger’s central concern, I argue, lies with 
idolatrous aspirations toward immortality, which are typically generated in cer-
tain cultural milieus. To make this case, I will draw on recent commentaries by 
Julian Young and Mark Johnston as well as on one of Heidegger’s near contem-
poraries, Georg Simmel. Specifi cally, Simmel’s milieu- based analyses in Philo-
sophical Culture (1911) provide the much needed illustrations that will allow us 
to render Heidegger’s own culture- critical insights more concrete, with respect 
to the fourfold’s dynamic structure and inner tensions. (MW)

René Brouwer 511
Musil’s Search for Ethics
Musil rejects both traditional and modern conceptions of morality, as these offer 
either fi xed sets of rules, or else principles that have to be applied rigidly. In-
stead, Musil proposes his alternative conception of what he calls “ethics,” which 
I here explain as a type of particularism. In Musil’s particularist account one 
ought to develop a sensitivity by which a situation at hand can be interpreted 
both in a variety of ways, and at the same time as precisely as possible. This 
heightened awareness of the possibilities that reality thus entails is best devel-
oped by means of a specifi c type of art, of which The Man Without Qualities is 
doubtlessly intended to be a prime example. This awareness might even lead to 
the experience of a reversal of self and world. Here Musil clearly goes beyond 
contemporary versions of particularism, by connecting it with what he calls a 
“crystal clear” mysticism. (RB)

Friedemann Spicker 527
Joachim Günther – eine Schlüsselfi gur in der Geschichte des 
Aphorismus im 20. Jahrhundert
Joachim Günther (1905– 1990) became a key fi gure in the history of aphorism 
in the early Bundesrepublik: as an editor, critic, and author, as someone who 
stimulated and supported others. Nevertheless, he has largely been neglected 
in literature studies. This is the fi rst article to follow his intellectual biography 
under the aspect of aphorism. From the early 1920s, he worked in a triangle of 
philosophy, theology, and literature. This article rediscovers several sources, 
especially from the time of the Third Reich and from the Nietzsche context. It 
shows the personal context of the author at the beginning of the Neue Deutsche 
Hefte (1954– 1990)—Paul Fechter, Heinrich Scholz, Martin Kessel, Hans Kud-
szus, Ernst Wilhelm Eschmann, Werner Helwig and others—and investigates 
the editor’s ideological guidelines. It deduces Günthers understanding of the 
genre from his choice of authors, his own reviews, and his aphoristic work. Thus 
a differentiated and well-balanced assessment of his contribution to the history 
of the genre is formed. (FS; in German)
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Rolf J. Goebel 554
Kulturelles Gedächtnis als topographische Selbstartikulation
In contrast to theories according to which urban memory is merely an arbitrary 
projection of historical meanings on architectural surfaces devoid of any inher-
ent meaning, high- modernist writers like Kafka, Benjamin, Kracauer, and Rilke 
conceive of memory as networks of historical voices, traces, and echoes that are 
being articulated by material urban topographies fi guring as quasi- subjects. In 
analogy to the hermeneutic act of reading (literary) texts, these topographic self- 
articulations are translated through various media and discourses—exemplifi ed 
here by the novel, the essay, and poetry—into social discourses. Memory, then, 
is not only a temporal process but also a spatially located act of resisting mo-
dernity’s hyper- acceleration. Reconstructing aspects of this aesthetic tradition 
opens up new ways of authentic interrogations of the past that may be of signifi -
cant methodological value for intermedial cultural studies. (RJG; in German)

James W. Jones 570
Gay Detectives and Victims in German Mystery Novels
The article provides an overview of novels that were published between 1980 
and 2009 and that have major gay characters as a detective or a victim (often 
both). Examples are drawn from a corpus of fi fty- six such works which are 
analyzed according to decades. The defi ning characteristic of the eight novels in 
the 1980s is the role of the closet in determining characters’ lives and, especially, 
their deaths. The nineteen novels of the 1990s exhibit an increasingly open and 
assertive gay consciousness and the use of gay- specifi c settings (e.g. bars). The 
twenty- nine novels published between 2000 and 2009 are marked by an increase 
in the number and variety of gay detectives and a growing attention to such 
themes as German reunifi cation, the effects of HIV/ AIDS, and gay marriage. 
By connecting the novels to their social contexts, the analysis shows how social 
changes affect the conception and portrayal of gay characters in fi ction. Com-
mon characteristics such as the assistance provided by the detectives’ partners 
and friends, the use of humor, and the role of the erotic are described. Two recent 
novels show how elements of repression and liberation continue to infl uence the 
depictions of gay detectives and victims in mystery novels. (JWJ)
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