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Lucien Goldmann, Pour une sociologie du roman (1964)/Soziologie
des Romans (1970)

Renate Werner, Lucien Goldmann, Pour une sociologie du roman

Christian Helmreich, Lucien Goldmanns paradoxale Soziologie

des Romans

It was in the late sixties and early seventies of the past century that the concep-
tion of a new sociology of literature pioneered by the unorthodox Marxist Lu-
cien Goldmann was introduced into literary scholarship in Germany. Issues
49/50 (1966) and 71 (1970) of the very influential periodical alternative pre-
sented the new ideas on a very high intellectual level and within the context of
the then current innovation of structuralism. Both issues of alternative (and later
the books Soziologie des Romans and Le dieu caché [The hidden God]) were
discussed emphatically in seminars and other courses at German universities.
Within the framework of literary scholarship Goldmann seemed to offer a way
to define the relationship between literature, literary scholarship, and society.
The increasingly uncomfortable ivory tower reputation of literary scholarship
was brought into fruitful contact with the impulse towards social change, while
managing to elude the dichotomies of the Cold War. (HA. In German)
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ARTICLES

Priscilla Hayden-Roy

Refining the Metaphor in Lessing’s Erziehung des
Menschengeschlechts

In the first 53 paragraphs of the Erziehung des Menschengeschlechts (appended
to Lessing’s fourth Gegensatz, written in response to Reimarus’ fourth Frag-
ment) Lessing employs a hermeneutical model which allows for new interpre-
tations to be drawn from the Biblical text over time, in distinction to Reimarus’
static model, but at the same time agrees with Reimarus that interpretations
which project more into the words than they can contain, are to be rejected. Both
the flexibility and the restrictions characteristic of Lessing’s hermeneutical
model derive from the philosophical context informing the Erziehung des Men-
schengeschlechts, the Wolffian notion of cognitive progression from sensate to
rational representations. The nature of the Biblical “primer,” with its historical
accounts and poetic language, facilitates this progression: over time the meta-
phorical language of the Bible is “refined,” revealing the rational truth beneath
the sensate cloak. (P. H.-R.)

Axel Spree

Cassirers Baumgarten

The article investigates Ernst Cassirer’s reading of Alexander Gottlieb Baum-
garten against the backdrop of present discussions of Baumgarten’s Aesthetica,
focusing on Cassirer’s account of the concept of “extensive clarity.” Firstly,
Baumgarten’s introduction of this concept to the rationalistic system of degrees
of knowledge is shown to be his specific achievement in the fields of aesthetics.
Only through this specific form of perfection, aesthetics as a science of the “in-
ferior faculties” of knowledge could be justified in rationalistic terms. Secondly,
Cassirer’s presentation of Baumgarten’s philosophy in his Freiheit und Form,
The Philosophy of the Enlightenment, and in Essay on Man is examined. It is ar-
gued that Cassirer neglects this specific achievement of Baumgarten, presenting
him merely as a preliminary stage on the way to Kant’s aesthetics. Therefore,
strong assertions of a resemblance between the theories of Cassirer and Baum-
garten (which can be found in present philosophical discussions) have to be re-
jected. (AS. In German)

Seraina Plotke

Der ésthetische Trost

This essay shows the extent to which the aesthetic writings of Karl Philipp
Moritz can be read as an answer to the question of meaning in existence—a
question that required a radically new answer after the dismantling of dogmatic
metaphysical systems at the end of the 18th century. In a close reading of his
three main works, “Versuch einer Vereinigung [. . .],” “Die metaphysische
Schénheitslinie,” and Uber die bildende Nachahmung des Schonen, the essay
describes the role Moritz attributed to the artist and art in the search for
significance in the world and in human existence. Moritz sees the beautiful work
of art as a reflection of perfection in the world: In its availability to the human
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senses as a “world in miniature,” the work of art, one might say, gives the indi-
vidual visual access to that great perfection which, since the Enlightenment, had
been accessible in no other way. Through his paradoxical creation of the infinite
made finite—i.e. available to the senses—the artist provides every individual
with the possibility of a perspective analogous to God’s. (SP) (In German)

Linde Katritzky

Decoding Anonymous Texts: The Case of the Nightwatches

of Bonaventura

Where authorial guidance is lacking, comparison with other works of a similar
nature must establish dependable literary criteria. For the anonymous Nacht-
wachen. Von Bonaventura (1804) this method presents special difficulties. The
text does not conform to the conventions of German literature and consists pre-
dominantly of seemingly disjointed reflections and observations of an intellec-
tual nightwatchman, calling himself Kreuzgang or Kreuzweg. So the first ques-
tion should be: who, then, is Bonaventura? Once the allegorical significance of
these names is recognized, the philosophic concern with general and universal
human problems becomes apparent which belongs to the menippea, a satiric
sub-genre focussed on ideas, and conscious of the tragicomic incompatibility of
human aspirations and achievements. Its generic characteristics as described by
Northrop Frye and Mikhail Bakhtin confirm the Nachtwachen as a menippea of
exceptional depth and erudition in the tradition of English Enlightenment satire,
worthy to be compared with the best produced in this genre. (LK)

Ursula Mahlendorf

Trauma Narrated, Read, and Misunderstood: Bernhard Schlink’s
The Reader: *. . . irrevocably complicit in their crimes . ..”

This article explores the bonds, conflicts and ambivalences the Post-WWII gen-
eration experiences with Holocaust perpetrators and by-standers through an
analysis of Bernhard Schlink’s fictional autobiography The Reader (1995). Us-
ing object relations, psychoanalysis, and psychoanalytic trauma theory, the
essay’s first part examines the adolescent protagonist’s family and sexual rela-
tionships. Understanding the protagonist’s autobiographical narrative as repre-
sentative of a Post-WWII generational experience, the essay demonstrates the
traumatization of a member of this generation by the power mis/abuses and the
silence of the preceding generation and traces the consequences of the trauma-
tization through the protagonist’s life history. The essay’s second part reviews
the history of German Holocaust representation and reception in view of the
traumatization and silence of the succeeding generations. It places the extraor-
dinary success of Schlink’s novel in that historical framework and examines the
work’s suitability for teaching the Holocaust in the contemporary German
school system. (UM)
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