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“Letzte Strahlen der untergehenden deutschen Bildungssonne.”
Robert(o) Schopflochers argentinische Reflexionen und
Reminiszenzen. Interview mit Frederick A. Lubich

Robert Schopflocher was born in Fiirth, Bavaria in 1923 and emigrated with his
family to Argentina in 1937 where he made a name for himself as the author
of several scholarly books, novels, plays, and short stories written in Spanish,
as well as a painter and wood cutter whose works were honored with numer-
ous awards and exhibitions. In the early 1980’s, Schopflocher began to write in
German again which has been bringing him growing attention in the media of
German-speaking countries. Today he can be considered one of the last and cer-
tainly the most prominent German-Jewish author in Argentina and most likely
in Latin America. (FAL; in German)
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Darren Hopkins

The Original Tale of the Sparrow-Hawk

As part of a sub-story-type of the ancient Greek legend of the maiden Kydippe
and her lover Akontios there occur in MHG and OF four analogous tales: Garin’s
fabliau, De la grue (late 12t C), the fragmentary meere, Dulciflorie (ca. 1200);
the meere, Der sperwere (ca. 1225—45); and the fabliau, Du heron (mid-13®
C). The author of the earliest of these tales, Garin, declares that he first heard
a version of this story in the markets of the medieval French town of Vercelai
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(Vézelay). The original story as he heard it appears to have been dramatically
changed, and turned into a fabliau. Dulciflorie, a translation of an earlier Old
French story, represents an older courtly version of the tale. Taking this frag-
mentary text as the closest representative of the archetype of the ‘Tale of the
sparrow-hawk,” I have tried to reconstruct a picture of the original as Garin may
have heard it, using the other three analogues to reconstruct those portions of
the story that have been lost. (DH)

Anthony Krupp

Cultivation as Maturation: Infants, Children, and Adults in
Alexander Gottlieb Baumgarten’s Aesthetica

Itis widely known that Alexander Baumgarten’s 1750/1758 Aesthetica bestowed
new philosophical dignity upon what his rationalist teachers had called the ‘in-
ferior’ faculties. It is not yet well known that this examination of the ‘whole
person’ identified natural improvisation and play in infancy and childhood as
the source of aesthetic production and reception. But Baumgarten’s primitivism
is fleeting; he quickly turns to the adult, whose more disciplined cultural pro-
ductions henceforth receive his exclusive attention. Still, his adult-centered text
contains a proto-Romantic moment, in which children teach adults the proper
response to works of beauty. This article explores Baumgarten’s ambivalent as-
sessment of childhood, and suggests that his specific attempt to link infancy and
adulthood in a unified narrative is fraught with the same tension that inhabits his
general attempt to link sensation and reason. (AK)

Patrick Biihler

Die “Todesdidaktik” in Hermann Burgers Schilten

Hermann Burger’s (1942-1989) first novel Schilten (1976) is a “Schulbericht
zuhanden der Inspektorenkonferenz”: The teacher Armin Schildknecht gives
an account of his special didactics, his “Todesdidaktik.” Research on Schilten
has tended to interpret the teacher’s obsession with death—a recurring motif
in Burger’s work—as a symptom of Burger’s depression or an indication of
Schildknecht’s madness. The article argues that “though this be madness, yet
there is method in’t”: Exploring the educational Wahnsystem shows that Schild-
knecht explores not death, but teaching what cannot be taught. Thus, the analysis
of Schilten and other works by Burger, such as his thesis on Paul Celan (1974),
explain Schildknecht’s paradoxical didactics as dealing with a special kind of
death: The ‘death’ induced by language, our constant search for a “verlorene
Sprache,” as indicated in the title of Burger’s dissertation on Celan. (PB)
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